Weird, Spooky, Supernatural Stories 
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There's no such animal, 

<3% 




My fhiend and I were 
picking the ponies one 
day when I started telling 
him about a sure thing 
I heard about. 
You say it pays four bucks 
for every three?" he asked. 
'Yep," I replied. 

'And can't lose? It automatically wins? 
Must beillegall" 
''Not a bit," I replied. "In fact, the govern- 
ment very much approves . . ." 
"Our government approves of a horse who 
can't lose..." 
"Who said anything about a horse?" I asked. 
"So what else could it be but a horse . . .?" 
"It not only could be — but is — U. S. Savings 
my prompt reply. "The surest 
thing running on any track today. 
'For every three dollars you invest in U. S. 
Savings Bonds you get four dollars back 
after only ten years. And if you're a mem- 
ber of the Payroll Savings Plan— which 
means you buy bonds automatically from 
your paycheck— that can amount to an 
awful lot of money when you're not looking. 
Hey, what are you doing?" 
Tearing upmyre 
ting on from now o 



g form ! The horse I'm bet- 
i is U. S. Savings Bonds." 



Automatic saving is sure satfing-US.Savings Bonds 
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big top w&mm 



hTHS LURE OF THE CIRCUS HAS CAPTIVATE!? COUNTLESS HEARTS, ANO MANY «WW flW* **»« 
(L/ SUN AWAY FROM HOME TO FOLLOW ITS SPANOLEO GUTTER AND THREE «<NQ **>*£>*£***"* 
BUT NEVER IN HISTORY HAP ITS APPEAL 3EEN SO POWERFUL A& TO ^' V ^, n /*?%™L)£** 
A PERFORMER. WHOSE CURTAIN ACT 3SOUOHT DEATH UNDER. THE 3K3 TOP- LORITZ HUGmBEW 
HAD JUST BROUGHT HIS CIRCUS TO PRAZITCH , IN THE BACR COUNTRY OF BULGARIA ... 





BUT I AM A& 6000 A* 13 CAN HARDLY BELIEVE 
THEY EVEE WERE/ MV /THJ4 ' IT AMY BE 4 - 
EPILATION WAS NOT /WONDERFUL STROKE 
NBSLECTEC" COME, J OF FORTUNE THAT I 
I WILL £HOW YOU' A*. CAME HEBE/ 




FOR YEAR* 3 HAVE PRACTICED) ANP I WILL 
UWTIL THERE 1$ NO TRICK OF J BE YOUR- ' 
THE HIGHWIKE I CANNOT F ^"$FON'50E' YOU 

FERFORAA ' Wft ■ HLK3EN- /ARE JU£T WHAT 1 

BEES. I WISH TO 

CARRY ON THE 
GREAT TRADITION 

OF THE FLYING 
&AEOVNA6 




ALL THE EVIDENCE POINTS TO 
AN ATTACH 0y 40ME BEA&T... 
HUE A VAMFIRIZ l POTH THFSe 
&QDIE? HAVE F^eN pEAIN~P 
OF BLOOD 




TyES, YOU FOOL' I WAS ONE OFJIKI 

/TAINTED BAROVNA4 WHO WAS COJWg 

TFD TO AN ASYLUM ' &Ut X ^^^BD 

LAV IN UNHALLOWED aeOUNOTILLTHE 
BLOOD CURSE OF THE VAMPIRE — < 
' SoURSED THROUSK AWVBINS/ 





a mil Minims iAK<,wMAi«KJM'" a 

OFTHC Of BAfOVNA WA6 FOUHO-- 



-ruii ^DFATIIRE TyES' AND AtY KNIFE MAS' 
F™Y tb55 .' 1 6> THE <gMTEJS BAROTMAJ 




Win CAW PRIZES 



you liked .MmI *•«'. on<J wfl "- 

Is. PRIZE S^oo 

2nd PRIZE 5 -°° 

3rd PRIZE 30 ° 

4th PRI ZE 2 - 00 

r* ~ r r ;.. ::.^: ; - i- i;=::-^:x"- . - S 

„, who olh., miin.n.s „oo .»=d ■«»"l»ll l»"= 
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'[ HE yEAR WA6 /POT. in A WESTERN ahn/mj TOWN WEALTHY 
ANCBEIV &AgS7QtV. C'HA ; FP QF TfJ£ BtP'-'OW GJLVeR. 
MINE, WA4 FC-wr 1 1i,.T. r V-.v',--- ,;.V'ciP/;Fr IN HI* " 
MO.VS. ALAWt f4iAiercvArr-;y. p,4t>i ^t^f, MAN, HEAP 
CF TUP il^'r i'i\'--e^. nf.--iA-T.t7uv, (*^5 
ARRE&TE& ANU ACCU'JCO.-- 



w£'V£ t3QT TO ASSURE £TeEi./n*N'# CONVICTION 
WITH WW OUT OF THE WAY , WE'LL &£ A0LE 
"HE MINER'S ORGANIZATION 




//V ifSS THAN A 
yEAR AFTER THE 
TRIAL, EVERY 
FAL5E W/TNE5&, 
EVERY CORRUPT 
JUROR, AND 
EVERY MINE 
OWNER WHO HAS 
A PART IN THE 
INJUSTICE HAD 
PERI&HEO BY 
EITHER UNNATURAL 
CAUSES OS BY 
HIS OWN HAND! 
YES, WHO CAN 

SAY WHAT 
SUPERNATURAL 
■=CSC~~ HOLD 
POWER OVER. 
7RP DEBTIN'BS 
OP MEN! 



I JUST WANT TO REMIND 
YOU THAT THOUGH THIS CASE ] 
IS OFFICIALLY CLOSED ANPj 
YOU WON, THAT DOESN'T - "" 
MEAN ANYTHING.' SOME- 
DAY YOU'LL PAY FOR 

youe cEi/we.' cont 

EE. FORGET THAT.' 





TPOB THE 

NEXT few 
MONTHS THE 
WEALTH? 
WIDOW L ED 
A GAY AND 
CAREFREE 

LIPS, 
SPENDING 
Hee BLOOD- 
STAINED 
MONEY 
WITH WILL? 
ABANDON, 
ALWAYS 
LAUGHING 
SECRETLY AT 
THE SAYING 
THAT CR/ME 
DOESN'T 
PAY.' 



J^LWAYS, THE NIGNTMABES TOOLS SIM/LA*. 

FORM. THEYTOOK HER BACK TO THAT HORROR- 
FILLED DAY ON A LONELY BLUFF WHERE SHE 
AND HER HUSBAND WEBE PICNICKING. ONCE 
AGAIN SHE WOULD HEAR HIS SHRILL CRy SEE 
HIS BODY TWISTING, TURNING THPOUGH SPACE, 
AFTEB SHE'D SHOVED HIM OVER THE EDGE ' 



BU7 EVENTUALLY SHEILA 
*^ TIRED OFHER W/LDREVELBY 
AND THE THRILL WOBETH/N. 
SHE BEGAN TO GET NEBVCXJ*. 
IRRITABLE. NIGHTMARES 
WOULD DISTURB HER SLEEP, 
AND SHE WOULD AWAKEN 
SCREAMING LIKE A BANSHEE.' 





Sometimes w 
O THESE NIGHT- 
MARES, SHE 
WOULD DBEAM 
THAT HE HAD 
PULLED NEB. 
DOWN TV DEATH 
WITH HIM! 'NIGHT 
AFTER NIGHT 
THEY WOULD 
TAKE SOME 
SUCH TERRIFYING 
TWIST, UNTIL 

FINALLY 

SHEILA COULDN'T 

BRING NEPSELF 

EVEN TO GO 

TO SLEEP/ 


lit? 





A^TEB SEVERAL WEEKS Of 

TOBTUBE, SHE WASFOBCED TO 
SEEK PROFESSIONAL HELP-- 



YOU'VE COT TO DO 
SOMETHING FORME 
DOCTOR' I--I CAN" 
STAND MUCH MORE 
OP IT-' I'M LOSING ■ 
WEIGHT, FEEL SICK 
AND UPSET ALLTHE 
TIME.' IF-- IF IT 

DOESN'T STOP, 
I'LL GOSTAEI" 

HAVING MAO 



THERE IS 
i ONLY ONE 
I THING TOR 
YOU TO DO, 
MRS. LORD, 
you MUST 
MAEEY 
AGAIN ,' 



YOU ABE LONELY. YOU NEED 
A HELPMATE, A COMPANION, 
SOMEONE TO HELPYOU -W 
FORGET YOUR TRAGIC PAST 1 



now, I 



CAN CURE A LOT OF THINGS.) 
MY DEAR/THERE I5NO 
OTHER ANSWER TO 
YOUR PROBLEM.' 




^P»AT NIGHT- 



THE MORE ITHINk ABOUT IT, 
THE BETTER I LIKETHE OLD 
DOC'S IDEA.'gUT I'LL HAVE 
TO FIND A MAN COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT FEOM HAERY IN ' 
EVEEy WAY.' THEEE MUST "* 
BE NOTHING ABOUT H1M10 
REMIND ME OF MY 
FIRST HUSBAND.' 





JN a few yveet&. 



Jn the NEXT HALF- HOUR 
SHEILA LEABNED THAT 
NEB PA55ENGES WAS 
ZACUDA8ROW. AN UN- 
EMPLOYED MECHANIC - 
SHE WAS FASCINATED 
BY HIS CHASM AND 
GOOD Look's. SOME- 
MOW. SHE SENSED 
THAT THIS WAS TXB 
YOUNG MAN SHE'D 
BEEN LOOKING FOR. . 
HE WAS YOUNG, HAND- 
SOME, SHIFTLESS, 
AND DEAD 800KE — 
COMPLETELY OPPOSITE 
TO HEP DEAD HUSBAND 
IN EVEI&WAY. SHE 
OFFERED HIM A JOB 
AS HEP CHAUFFEUR. 
HE ACCEPTED AND 
WENT HOME WITH HEE. 
SHEILA WAS COM- 
PLETELY INFATUATED 
WI7U HIM/ 



HUT SOON. BEING THE LAZY. SIAVE-L USE HUSSANOl 
OF A BEAUTIFUL YOUNG WOMAN BEGAN TO I 
PALL ON ZACK. 



DON'T BE AN OAF, 
ZACK' 3 CAN'T 
STAND EtCH, AM 
BITIOUS, /WASTER 
FUL M&i'MY FIRST 




ATOW ™*T THE SITUATION WAS REVERSED, AND SHEILA 
DEPENDED ON HER. HUSBAND FOR SUPPORT, 2ACK 
DARROW TIGHTENED THE PURSE STRINGS .' 




AS TIME.WENTON, SHEILA 
NOTICED THAT ZACkT WAS 
CHANGING IN MANY WAYS — 

HE'S BEGINNING TO LOOK DIFFER- 
ENT, PUTTING ON ALL THAT WFfGHT. 
AND HIS HA1E 15 BEGINNINGS 
FALL OUT. HE'LL SOON BE AS 
. BALD AS HAKRy WAS .' 




J}> AY AFTER DAY THE PHYSICAL. 
CHANGE IN ZACtT BECAME 
MORE PRONOUNCED, UNTIL 
ONE MORNING SHEILA 
NOTICED THAT-.. 

HE- HE'S BEGINNING TO 
LOOK LIKE HARRY USED TO 
IN EVeRYWAY. I-- 1 WONDER 

IF BUTTHAT'S SILLY.' - 

UAEBY 15 DEAD I TM JUST 
LETTING AW IMAGINATION 
EUN-WILD.'I'M SEEING 
THINGS.' 





MEAVENS,ANN,DIDYOUSEE TMAY&E, SUE .IT /5HAEaV.' 
ZACK.SHEUA'S HUSBAND. J MAYBE HE WAS NEVER- ■ 
WHEN HE JUST PASSSP? M DEAD AT ALL.' I DON'T SEEl 
THAT-THAT SCAE ON HIS ^^\ HOW ZACK COULD GET , 
FACe.' THAT'S ALL HE NEEDED 1 TO LOOK SO LIKE HIM.' 
TO MAKE HIM LOOK EXACTLY 
LIKE POOR. OLD HAEBYLOED. i 
W.EB F1BST HUSBAND' 




AS SHEILA BECAME AWARE OP THE 
GOSSIPING AND WHISPEPING CON- 
STANTLY GOING ON ABOUT THE 
CHANGE IN ZACId, IT DROVE HER 
SLOWLY CRAZY SHE LOCKED HEX- 
SELF IN HER. ROOM AND REFUSED 
TO GO OUT. SHE WOULDN'T SEE OH 
TALK TO ANYBODY/ 





Against his will 
^zaot vemtiRED 

TO THE EDGE OF 
THE CLIFF. SHE/MS 
&RAIN WAS AFLAME 
WITH CONFLICTING 
DESIRES. AT THE 
LAST MOMENT 
SHE DECIDED 
AGAINST PUSHING 
Z ACk 'OVER THE 
EDGE , REALIZING 
THAT TO LOSE 
TWO HUSBANDS 
IN EXACTLY THE 
SAME WAY ■ 
WOULD ONLY 
AROUSE THE 
SUSPICIONS OF 
THE POLICE... 



A HALF-HOUR LATER, AFTER SHEILA HAD 

SUMMONED THE STATE POLICE AND HURRIED 
WITH THEM TO THE FOOT OF THE CLIFF WHERE 
ZACK MAD FALLEN... 



HE'S YOUR 
HUSBAND, 
MA- AMI 



. YeS.' ONLY SOMETHING^ GONE 
HAYWIEE.' IT /* ZACK — YET IT 
ISN<T! HE- HE'S CHANGED AGAIN.' 
HE DOESN'T LOOK LIKE HAEBVANY 
M02E.' HE LOOKS HUE HEOID, 
WHEN I FIRST A1ETHIM .' I--I f 
DON'T UNDEESTAND-' HOW 
COULD DEATH DO THAT 
TO HIM* 




BUT YOU MUST BELIEVE 1 
ME.'HEZJ/PFAU.' I " 
DIDN'T PUSH HIM I 
DETECTIVE HANSON, 
YOU KNOW I WOULDN'T 
DO A DUMB THING LIKE 
THAT.' YOU BELIEVE 
f ME, DON'T VOUr 



O^CE AGAIN SHEILA WENT ON 
TRIAL FOR -MURDER.' THIS 
TIME SHE WAS REALLY INNO- 
CENT, BUT THE VEROICT WAS. . . 




JgW 




THE SHOCK OF ALL THAT HAD 
HA PPENED FIN A LLY SNA PPED 
SHEILAS DERANGED MIND COM- 
PLETELY.' SHE WAS SENTENCED 
70 A STATE INSTITUTION FOR THE 
CRIMINALLY INSANE... 



YOU sawthem.'Cgiggle.'Jall 

THOSE MEN IN THE COUETEOOM-.. 
THEYALL LOOKED LIKE MY FIRST 
HUSBAND, HARHY' THAT'S IMPOS- 
SIBLE. THOUGH.' I kILLEDHIM, -« 
VOU KNOW' HOW CAN THEYALL 
LOOK LIKE HACRVWHEN WE'S 
DBAD* BUTTHEyOO.DONTTHFY/ 




I TOLD HEB.THAT 
SOMEDAY SHE'D PAY j 
FOR WEE CRIME.' -< 
JUSTICE SOMETIMES 1 
MOVES IN STRANGE 
AND OUESTIONABLE 
WAYS, BUT IT ALWAYS 
COMES HOME TO 
BOOST— ON THE 
GUILTYf 





AT 19 , NAN LOST HER. HEART TO A YOUNG 

seaman, jabez <**™ ■£/&£"**'> 
the sea, but gave it up for. nan 
ano plans were made 
for the wedding... 

3000 nk5wt, jabez.-t". 

LEAVE YOU TWO ALONE SO YOU CAN. 
TALK, BUT DON'T STAY UP 

"TO LATE/ ,f^ra£5S D nk5 HT; 
DARLING.' 



TTF YOU SHOULD PASS THROUGH THE N^I^NtKAMO 
M -TOW* I OF SALEM AND ASK ABOUT ™£J 7RAf *Z?, in 
UNINHABITED MANOR JUST OUTSIDE ™ETVW»,yOU0 
PROBABLY HEAR ONE OF THE TOWNSFOLK SAY. "YOU 
TeXnCUFFSIDE. MANOR? ITS HAUNTED BY THE 

GHOST OF ,V-«v auSR-- :"■ AND THIS IS THE 

W STORY THEY TELL- 



NO ONE KNOWS WHAT TRANSPIRED AFTER WJT.JI/4T 
TM/tT THERE WAS AN ARGUMENT AND WHEN 
™rr,Zc5%et8 HIS SENSES, HE REAL'ZED 
THAT VOt/WG JABEZ WAS DEAD! 





FEARING WHAT JUSTICE HAD IN STORE FOR 
RIM BURR'S DECIDED TO KEEP HIS DARK 
DEED TO H'MSELF. HE DUG A GRAVE 
IN THE CELLAR.-. 



THEY'D HANG A1E 
FOR SURE! I'LL 
HAVE TO THINK 
OF SOMETHING 
TO TELL NAN' 




OLD BURR'S'* STORY WAS THAT HE DISCOVERED 
yodNG CARTER TO BE A FORTUNE HUNTER AND 
HAD SENT HIM AWAY. SHORTLY AFTER , NAN 

FELL GRAVELY ,"' 
YOU MUST FORGET HI*. NAN, IF YOU'RE COlNOj 
TO 6ET BETTER/ SHE WILL BECOVER, 
WON'T $HE, DOCTOR? 



SHORTLY AFTER, NAN DIED. ON HIS DEATHBED, 
yEARS LATER, BURR'S CONFESSED HIS SIN... 




WE AR3UEP... I PULLED POWN THE JWORP 
I'P HANG. &UBIEPHIM...1NTHE CELLAR. 




YES, NAN DIED WITHOUT EVER LEARN- 
ING THE TRUTH. BUT ON THE NIGHT 
OF BURRIS'S FUNERAL, A STRANGE 
LIGHT WAS SEEN PASSING FROM 
WINDOW TO WINDOW THROUGH- 
OUT THS HOUSE 




... &/NCE THAT 
TIME NO ONE 
HA$ OARED 

venture near 
clifeside 
manor, for 
its believed 
What the ghost 
of nan bupr1& 
searches 

EVERV 
NIGHT 
FOR HER 
BELOVED 
JABEZ 
IN THE 
DESERTED 
ROOMS '. 



tMlSS ti/C/NDA WAS AWAg£ T^AT *e& /MOT*** 
WOULD HSVFg HAV£ APPPOVF0 OF INTRO- 
DUCING ONESELF TO STRANGERS ON TRAINS, 
BUT SMS FfL T WBN HEB MOTHFB WOUL0 MAVg 
APPROVED OP MB. BSAOBOC'BNB... 



X AM A PIEECTCH OF THIS RAILWAV. I AM A 
PARTICULAELY INTFSESTEP IN A BRANCH LINB 1 
WE AEE PUTTING THCOU3H AT ^HEOVBSVILLE. I 
AS A MATTE*. OP FACT, I HAVE SEVENTY 
THOUSAND pOLLAee INTHIg RAO, TO PEPC&n 
IN THE LOCAL BANLTHEZE FOB- TME CURRENT 
EXPEND OF THE PROJECT/ , . 




Z]~He 7BA'N STOPPED, AND LOOWNG Olfr OP rue 
a WNDOW LUCWDA SAW HEg TRAVELING COM- 
PANION WALM/VG ALONG 7UE STATION 
PLA7POBA1 WITH Mf BAG... 



I STILL HAVE THAT STEANOE FEELING 
PERHAPS |T'$ BECAUSE I XNOW MF-. 
B.EAD&OUZHE HAS ALL THAT WCNEV j.V 

SAG ANP I THINK IT'S C74N,5FEOL: 



OH! MR. RGAD50URNE MUST HAVE VROPPEO 
HIS WALLET,' yES, HEKE 1$ HIS NAME ON IT. 
I WONDER IF 2 OAN OA7CH HIM/ 




PIP VCU NOT/CE WWEEE 
THOSE TWO 6ENTLEA1EN 
WHO WERE STANPINC 
HEEE WENT? I WANTEP 
TO CATOH 0NFCFTHFM 
BUT I PON'T WANT TO 
LOSE /WYTEAIN' 



J/L'66 LL/C'NOA GOT BACk ON TMS 70A/IV 
i/i/ST /N 7/MS '. PUZZLED AND EX- 
HAUSTED, SHE SETUffNED TV »EZ 
C0MPAZ7ME ! NT... 





SUCH A "STRANGE CO\ NCI PENCE.' I WAS PUr IN 

A COMPARTMENT |VfTH YCUE B^WER, AJ«. ,- 
MAXWELL. ME TOLO AAE TO GIVE M2U HIS LOVE 
ANI? ALSO T£ TELL VCU THAT HE HOPED THE 
ELECTSIC LIGHTS WOULDN'T 0O OUT TONIGHT 
AS THEV DID THE LAST Tf"* 



WHEN HE COT ovp THE TRAIN HECEOPPED Ml* 
WALLET' I TBIEP TO CATCH HIM , SUT WHEN I 
COULDN'T, I THOUGHT I WOULP BEING IT HEEE 
TO yOU F0* SAFEKEEPING, ANP VW COULD s 
GET IT TO HI"' 





THAT MESSAGE FBCM HER BEOTHER- THE 
PACT IS, HE DISAPPEA2EP A MONTH AGO 
AND NO ONE HAS HEAEC FROMHlM- WHAT IS 
WORSE , HE ABSCONDED WITH SEVENTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS.' THE POLICE ABE 
LOCKING FOE HIM AND, AS YOU CAN 
I.VIAJ'.N'E, THE FACT THAT YOU SAW 
HIM HAS UPSET /V1Y WIPE.' 




THE AWtCWAIfP 0ITUA7/PN $HE NAP UNW/77/fifS- 
* LY CBEA7ED 5POILBP 7HE A4i/$ICM£ fiOfi l At/SS 
LUC/JVOA AND GAVE NE£ A £LEE : PLES& N/GN7 fM 
MEB FJHENDS' LOVELY HQA1E. THE /VE XT MO0NING.- 



IT 15 CERTAINLY NOT JZOME 0F1HZ PIBKTBW 
YOUR FAULT, MY PEAK. ■> OF THE COMPAHY AZB 
ANPAW HUSBAND AND ) IN NEW YORK AND WE 
I HAVE VECIPEP THAT J AEE A0MN6 THEM 10 A 
THE ONLY H<?NE£T -e> COME HffSE THW -<r 
THINO TO DO 1$ LET! MOGN!N<5. WE HOPE 
THE AUTHORITIES / yOL> WILL TELL. TH&M 

ALL THE CIBOWWMNCM , 
C7P YOUR ENCOUNTER < 
WITH MB.. ZEAD&OUSNEfJ 




■WV QO SOU SAY THAT, X NO! NO' HE'S PSAP! HE 

laeoxGEz wee pell !ha6 been dead a month: 

IjCEBTAINLY gAWANP -•? X--I WILLED HIM' YOU'VE 

I -J.^FPTOAIE. EEAP-JfOUNP HIM' TH<AT£ WHKE 

| BC-^NE, BECAUSE "VYOU GOT THE WALLET .' YOU 

-ERE IS THE WALLET] FOUND H/S BODY THERE IN 

"-4E DCOPPED AS HFy THE tJUAEEV WHERE I 

tfOT OFF THE _^*cf BURIEP IT— ANP-- ANP 

YOU'RE TRYING TO -_-, , 
777AP /WE' ^Jn~l'\ 



^Fhe WHOLE 

V STOSY CAME 
PCUPlNG OUT. 
GEOSGE HASLEV 
HAP MOWN THAT 
HIS EMPLOYED 
WAS TAKING 
THE MONEY TO 
SHSOVESVILIE. 
He MET HIM AT 
THE STATION, GOT 
HIM INTO HIS 
AUTOMOBILE 
ON THE PSETENSE 
QP TAKING HIM 
70 A HOTEL , 
BUT INSTEAD 
TOOK HIM Ot/7 
ON A LONELY 
SOAP, MUffOESEP 
HIM, 07OIE THE 
MONEY, AND 
THEN BUS I EC 
THE BODY/ 



BUT ALL THIS HAPPENED 
A MONTH AGO! I HAVEN'T 
BEEN KSAZ SHEOVESWLLE 
SINCE THEN! YOU ALL 
KNOW X WAS NOT THEBE 
LAST NIGHT .'HOW COULP 
SHE HAVE SEEN TMfSCFWE 

she aescmep-~ HOW 

COULV &HE HAVE -. 
TAIKEC TOHIM? 





WHAT YOU HAVE BEAP IS* 14 SIMPLE ANCUN^ 
VARNISHED NAERATIVE OF FACTS.' EXPLANA- 
TION, THEORY, OR INFERENCE I LEAVE TO ' 
OTHERS. BUT I SHAEEP A COMPARTMENT 

WITH THE SPIRIT OF THE DEAP, < 

ON THE TRAIN TO H EWYOSK! J BETTER. 



YES, THESE ARE STRANGE THINGS IN THE 
WCBLP! HOW CAN VOU EXPLAJM 
THE INEXPLICABLE? 



THE LEECH KILLERS 



Crandall nodded in understanding. As they started 
to leave, he asked, "Are you armed, captain? Don't 
forget that there may be a dangerous killer some- 
where in the house. This Ed Fries — " t 

Anselm produced a businesslike automatic. "I 
would like to see that devil." 

"Be on your guard," Crandall 'said. "Stick to- 
gether." 

Mary shuddered and put her hands before her 
face. "When I think of Aunt Georgia. Her dead 
body — " 

Anselm put his arm around her shoulder and led 
her out. 

At the doorway, Avery turned and said to the 
motionless Captain Griggs, "Have no fear, captain. 
Mr. Crandall can be fully trusted." 

When the three" left, Crandall crossed the room 
to old Phineas. "Now Mr. Griggs, let's get to work." 

Griggs's eyes rested on him brightly as he came . 
over to the wheel chair. 

"If you can't talk, you can do something else. 
The others didn't think of it. You can move your 
eyes." 

The old man's eyes were hurning intensely, trying, 
it seemed, to convey an urgent message. They glared 
at him, then moved quickly to focus on a spot on the 
wall opposite. Back and forth they moved. Crandall 
followed their direction, and walked over to the row 
of bookcases along the wail. 

He turned to Griggs. "Are you trying to tell me 
that the answer to our mystery is in this bookcase?" 

Grige's eyes sparkled. Crandall scanned the books 
closely. Suddenly his hand shot out and seized one 
of them. It was a leather-bound diary. He saw that. 
Griggs was straining in his chair. Those eyes, with 
distended pupils were literally shouting at him. 

There was a line sprawled across the cover: Di.-.'y 
of Captain Pbhieas Griggs. There was a leather band 
stretching from edge- to edge of each cover, and a 
small padlock dangled from one end. 

"With your permission, sir," Crandall said. I It- 
smashed the lock with the butt of hi> gun. The book 
fell open at a page in the Witter. He-read at random, 
and in a moment forgot the helpless invalid whose 
avid eyes were following his every motion. The Urge, 
vigorous handwriting was easy to read. 

"Sept. an. 1901 

OH [he bland of Ceylon 



Crandall turned the page. There was no writing. 
it a clipping torn from a book had been pasted in. 



"In Ceylon, in some of the forests and «lnng the river 
' banks, it is impossible in take a step without being attacked 
by them. Not only da they creep along the ground seeking 
what they must devour— they are on every bush and rree, 
from which they, drop on the head and neck of the passer- 
by; nay, they even spring to meet their victim." 
Underneath the clipping was written in pencil; 

"And when they finish with you. ynur body is a blood, 
less baj; of bono. Tlit-v suck you dry! And I left him to 
that fate! The Brotherhood of Hirudo will have bis blood 
ducked out of him. while I enjoy the pearls. Hirudo — what 
» name for a leech!", 

Crandall slammed the book shut. Leeches! That 
explained the peculiar triangular marks on the bodies. 

The voracious parasites had three triangular teeth 
in their mouths. They made an incision in the skin, 
then fastened on with their suckers and clung till 
their crops were full of a victim's blood. Then they 
dropped off, bloated. Fifty leeches-nio longer than a 
man's index finger could drain a body of blood in 
fifteen minutes. 

But who? Who was the fiend that had envisaged 
such a horrible death for a family? Feverishly, Cran- 
dall opened the bookr forgetful of Griggs' unwaver- 
ing eyes focused on him, forgetful of the storm that 
battered against the house. 

And suddenly the lights flickered and went out. 
The room was plunged into darkness. Crandall 
snapped on his flashlight, The beam penciledfthe 
features of old Phineas Griggs. They were contorted 
with terror. The shock had released his paralyzed 
muscles. Crandall saw his jaw/working. He was try- 
ing to talk, to cry out, but no words came. Saliva 
drooled from the corners of his mouth. 

And then Crandall's skin tingled as a sh'ver of 
cold ran up his 'spine. For from the direction of the 
kilchen cime the voice of Mary Griggs, raised in a 
fearsome scream. Only once, that scream, and then 
silence-, followed hy I he thud of a falling body, 

Crandall's gun WIS out. He left the old man in 
the wheel chair and dashed into [he corridor. He 
flashed his luht down the hall and caught the 
shadow of a huge figure coming out .of the kitchen. 

The detective was about 10 lire his automatic, but 
Ik- caught his finger in time and lowered the gun. 
l-'or the fieure was carrying on its shoulder the inert 
body of Mary Griggs. The beam of light had framed 
her face momentarily. 

Crandall launched himself forward. The figure 
with the girl's body "leaped up the stairs to the 
upper floor. Cr.uulall sprinted alter It. As he swung 
around the bannister, rus flashlight, swept the kit- . 
chen through the open door., showing him two bodies 



mg on the floor. One was the white-haired A>cry 
id it stirred under the light. The other, he didn't 
ive time to recognize. 

The stairs creaked under him as he followed the 
jure ahead. At the top of the stairs, the figure 
opped the girl from his shoulder. At the same time 
: dropped a box he had been holding in his left 
.nd. Crandall heard the. rending of cardboard as 
B box broke. At the same moment he threw himself 
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ared i 



the hand of the man 



Crandall threw up his gun and fired. The figure 

staggered backward, stumbled, and collapsed Cran- 

f dall knew he had hie him in the shoulder. He threw 

! his light on the man and saw the pain-contorted, face 

of Joshua Quincy. 

He pocketed the gun that Quincy had dropped, 
and played the light on Quincy's face. 

The old sailor stared up at him and winced. "All 
[ right," he gasped. "You got me. But I'd have killed 
! every one of 'em with a little more time!" 

"But why, man? Why the leeches?" Crandall'de- 

Quincy screwed his face into a grimace. "Old 
Phmeas. I was his mate. We stole pearls from the 
Brotherhood— of Hirudo, I was wounded. He— left 

I me. Got away with the pearls. 1 was caught— and 
they gave me the leech -torture." His thin lips set in a 

I grin. "But 1 didn't die! I got away. 1 vowed Phincas' 
family would never enjoy the wealth we had stolen 
together. It took me thirty years, but I caught up 

Quincy's eyes began to close. He was not hit mor- 
I tally, but the loss of blood was weakening him. 
I Crandall shook him roughly, and the pain jerked 

1 _ "'What about that ghost?" Crandall demanded. 
; Kfflgt about this £d Fries that Mary and Avery 

I "It was Fries, all right. 1 found him in Java and 
f brought him here." Quincy coughed, and his face 
1 showed a twinge of pain, but he went on. "1 prom- 
ised I'd let him get his revenge!" He laughed weak- 
fly. "I hggered I'd kill off the family an' then put 

the blame on him." 

I "Where is he now?" Crandall demanded. 
[ Joshua grinned mirthlessly. "1 had him hiding in 
khe cellar. When 1 went out, I was supposed to go 
fto the village. But instead, I stole back in the cellar, 
land stabbed him. 1 figgered I could say later that I'd 
Irnct up with him and killed him in self-defense 

Then I pulled the fuses an' tome up to the kitchen." 
J-His head dropped back weakly. 

\ Crandall's mouth was set in a grim line as" lie 
-turned to the girl. She had fainted. He puked her up 
!and carried her down the stairs. He look her into the 
Btitchen. His flashlight showed him Avery with a 
Moody head, supporting Anselm Griggs. Avery set 
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isclm m a chair and took the girl from him. 

She opened her eyes. 

Crandall said to Avery. "Take my flashlight. Go in 

d tell Phmeas Griggs that everything is all right 

■ *" got the murderer." 

rim shouted, "You did? Who was it? We 
didn't hear a thing after the lights went out; Some 
one struck me on the head. He must have knocked 
out Avery, too." 

"It's Quincy," said Crandall. "He never went to 
that farmhouse. He came back and pulled out the 
fuses. He was sure set on wiping out your family!" 

Avery went out with the flashlight. The girl was 
still dazed. Her eyes slowly lost their glassy ex- 
pression. . 

"Where's Quincy?" Anselm asked. 
I "Upstairs— wounded in the shoulder?" 
' "Won't he gee away?" 

Crandall allowed himself a grin. "When you get 
hit by a slug from this little plaything," he tapped 
his pocket, "you don't want to go any place. You 
just he down and kind of pass out for a while." 

Avery shuffled back. His eyes were dull "Old 

Phmeas," he said slowly, "is no more. The shock." 

Mary stifled a sob. Crandall patted her shoulder 

and looked across at Anselm. "Sorry, old man," he 

The girl's eyes dropped to her legs. She let out a 
piercing shriek. 

Crandall looked, and swore. He bent to her leg 
and yanked off the slimy thing that clung there. It 
came away with a "phut" of yielding suction, leaving 
three red spots like the points of a triangle that 
showed through the sheer stocking. 

He threw the thing to the other end of the room. 
Anselm had half risen from his chair. "A leech!" 
he cried. "That's how they died — Richard and 

Crandall jumped up. He had just remembered the 
box that Joshua Quincy had dropped when he let 
the girl fall. He remembered hearing the box break. 

He snatched the flashlight from Avery and raced 
up the stairs. 

When he came down, they looked at him ques- 
liom'ngly. He told them. 

"Quincy must have fainted from the wound. He 
had a box of leeches with him. I guess he was 
to use them on this little girl. His system was 
them sate themselves on the blood of his victim 
When they are full, they fall away. Then he'd let 
the. water run and the leeches would be washed 
down the drain. There 'd be no trace of them. 

"Well, his box of leeches broke, up there. They 
went to work on him— and a death that he escaped 
thirty years ago caught up with him." 
THE END 
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BERTHA, I ADORE YOU.' I iKAKL . PIEA6E 
fcCOULP DO ANYTHING FOR NOT HERE 
hOU... EVEN ATUi FOP. / GHASTLY- RILL 
YOU.' MY LOVE /HAKES V 
JAIE AS STCONO AS... 
SOME OF THESE 
&EA&TS HE'RE 




POORS WERE BARRED AND WINDOWS BLACKEa 
OUT WHEN THE NIGHT OF THE DREAD WITCHES 
AABBATH FELL ON GRAI&AM ■ ONLY A CONE 
LIMPING PIGME STRODE THE TGSWOi/S 
ASCENT TO W4LFUK3IZ MOUNTAIN. 




AUDDENLY, WHEN THE COCK 

CROWED TWICE AND PINK. 

DAWN APPEARED... 



ahh; freedom at last; 
the witched' sabbath is 
over ,' my throat/ i . 
am pying of thirst/ 




Y/EE' THE FACE CHILLS *., 
BLOOD.' 0- BUT IT IS MINE! 
IT IS UGLIER AND /WORE 
FEROCIOUS THAN ANY IN 
THE WORLD.' I MUST RETURN] 
HOME/ AWAY FROM THiS 
ACCURSED SPOT! 



AT HOME, KARL WAG SHOCKED BY 
A BECOND TRANSFORMATION- 



A MIRACLE.' IT IS GONE/ THE 
A1ARK OF= THE BEAST HAS . 

VANISHED/ YET, I FEEL SUCH ._ 
POWER |N ME.' YE£. THE WITCHESI 
&A00ATH HAS KINDLED A NEW j* 
STRENGTH' I AM AFRAID ' 
OF NOTHING.' 




1U0T LET ME HELP YOU, 
'TECT YOU,BEKTHA'-- 
VLD THIS THING £TBJkE 
UN, IT MIGHT CLAIM 
7 ITS 




LATER THAT EVENim... 



I'M AFRAI0 -!Q GO HOWE- 
ALONE SINCE EBK'S -m 
DEATH' FPANZ, WILL YOU 
SEE MZ TO fe— -__ _ -^-, 
/MY DOOR? /ANYTHING FOR 
^YOU/THIS STOUT 
STAFF 

a^m^r will 

m T ypE 



Tu| l 'f^ A t AN ^ LL, * KS THE BEAST- 

% * £ A « X WA& NOT A,AN EN01X3H ' BUT 

X AM BEAST ENOUGH TO DESTROY l J 

ANY /MAN/ 





LOOK, 
ITS 
KARL. 

MRU 
POLTER 



I THE VERY NEXT CM, 0Y POPULAR VOTE '. TUB ^fflMWI 
I WA7CHSD A6 KAPi- POLTBR'S FUNERAL PYRE FLAMED... 





WHICH WILL YOU HAVE 



For soma reason, the goose egg stands for 
zero . . . nothing. 

The nest egg, however, stands for a tidy 
«um of money, set aside for your own or 
■ jour children's future. 

It's hardly necessary to ask you which 
you'd prefer. 

But i t is necessary to ask yourself what you 
■redoing to make sure you don't end up with 
a goose egg instead of a nest egg ten years 

The simple, easy, and obvious thing to do 
is 10 buy U. S. Savings Bonds. 

Bay tbem regularly, automatically, on a 



plan that pays for them out of the month-to- 
month income you make today. 

Millions of Americans have adopted this 
practically painless way to save up a nice 
nest egg for the needs and wants of the 
future. 

In lOyears they get back 540 for every $30 
invested in U. S. Savings Bonds— bonds as 
safe and solid as the Statue of Liberty. 

There's a special Savings Bond Plan for 
you. Ask your employer or banker about it 
today . . . and get started now. 

You'll soon realize it's one of the most im- 
portant and comforting things you ever did [ 



Automatic saving is sure saving- US Savings bonis 

©Cemributedby this magazine in co-operation with the Magazine Publishers of America 
as a public service. 



NEW! MAGIC PANEL FEATURE SLIMS LIKE MAGIC! 
LOOK SLIMMER. MORE YOUTHFUL 




YOUR APPEARANCE! 



T GIRDLE YOU EVER 
E COMFORTABLE, and 
f eh ape MUST bs noticeably im- 



NO OTHER GIRDLE CAN DO FOH YOU MORE THAN THE FIGURE- 
ADJUSTER! No other girdle or supporter bell oiler* you mote 
BELLY CONTROL. HULGE control. HOLD-IN 



the miiacle-woilting FIGURE- ADJUSTER leatur. 
LIGHT In weight (ideal lor WARM weather} yi 
Figure-Ad]uiler allow! AIR to circul- 1 - "■- 



and NEED lot an IMPROVED F 
MAGIC PANEL CONTROL: N 
SLIMMING Figure-Adj unlet " 



HAKE THIS TEST WITH YOUR OWN HANDS! 




NOW 

UNWANTED INCHES 

orr YOUH MIDRIFF. 



i MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 



Guaranteed lo Delighf or Your Honey Back . 



10-DAY FREE TRIAL1 



WHY DIET? TRY ITI 


FRFFV 


• TAKES INCHES OFF 
TUMMY1 

• RAISES ABDOMEN AND 
KEEPS IT INI 

• LIKE MAGIC FT BRINGS 
IN WAIST 


■'SECRETS OF LOVELI- 
NESS" booklet tellm 
how lo take advantage 


• MAXES SPREADING 
H1PLINES CONFORM TO 
FIRM BEAUTY 


Morel* ta help you 


• SMOOTHES AND SUMS 
THIGHS 


sMmtnei* will he in- 


« MAKES YOUH CLOTHES 
FIT BEAUTIFULLY 


cluded FREE with youc 
order. 



SEND NO MONEY 



Figure's : 3 ,"' 

Soke 

MAIL 

THIS 

COUPON 

NOW! 



